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danced on a platform), or It may be a contraction of Huaxtecas de Pango.
Huaxtecas means a tropical valley, and Pango is the ancient name of the
river Panuco. In colloquial usage the word Hmpango assumes a generic
significance, and is applied to any Mexican dance.

The Jarabe is a descendant of the Spanish Zaftateado, and its rhythm
resembles that of the Mazurka. It is in three-four time, with occasional
interpolations of six-eight time. Despite its European derivation, the
Jarabe is stamped with the Mexican spirit. The word Jarabe means syrup.

The Jar ana (the word means merry clatter) is the characteristic dance
of Yucatan, and is possibly closer to the melo-rhythmic foundation of
ancient Mexican songs than any other native air. The verses of the Jarana
are often in the Mayan language. The Zandunga is a Mexican air in
Waltz time. The word means a graceful woman.

The most remarkable native variant of a Spanish musical form is the
Mexican Corrido. It is a development of the Spanish Romance, in which
historical or contemporary events, and often trivial gossip, are the subject.
One of the Mexican Corridas comments on the expropriation of the
foreign oil companies by the Mexican government. Vicente T. Mendoza
made a thorough study in his valuable book, Romance y Corrido) 1939.

The distinctive quality of Mexican popular airs owes a great deal to
the characteristic accompanying band. A typical Mexican ensemble is
composed of violins, guitars, and the harp. No primitive Mexican in-
struments are used, yet this "Orquesta Tipca" is regarded by the Mexi-
cans themselves as their own. The orchestra may be enlarged to include
flutes, clarinets and trumpets. The first concert of such a typical orchestra
was given in Mexico City on September 30,1884.

The Orquesta Tipca is referred to in Mexico City and in the coastal
regions as the Mariachi band. The origin of the word is obscure. Jacopo
Dalevuelta, in his book Estamfas de Mexico, suggests that it is a corrup-
tion of the French word Mariage, and that the name stems from the time
of the French domination during the short reign of Emperor Maximilian.
The Mariachi bands were supposed to have played at wedding cere-
monies, hence the name. The first verified performance of a Mariachi
orchestra took place as late as 1907, when an ensemble composed of eight
musicians played at a reception for Elihu Root at Cocola. In its present
form, Mariachi music serves to entertain the public in the Mexican cafes
or accompany dancers and singers in village fiestas. The players are garbed
in Indian ponchos, and wear large-brimmed hats. In these urban bands
the harp is excluded and a trumpet added. The typical Mariachi band